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Clearing the Clutter
The Psychology of Place Inside and Out
Shirley Vanderbilt
What's cluttering your life? Is it the stuff
in the corner of the bedroom, or the
stuff in the corner of your mind? What
are you tolerating that keeps you from
expressing your true self? Authors Bruce
and Lou Stewart say that clutter--both
in our environment and our mind--is
stagnating, blocking the free-flow of
energy, or chi, in our homes and lives.
Whether we're detouring around a box
in the living room or repeating a
negative pattern in our head, it's time to
clear the path.

bring balance between the inner and
outer sanctums by clarifying our core,
or essential self, and allowing our
environment to reflect and support our
core values.

In their new book, "Your Way
Home--The Psychology of Place Inside
and Out," the Stewarts present a unique
approach
to
clutter-clearing
by
combining Lou's expertise in feng shui

"It really is a cycle," Lou says. "The
environment and our core are
reflections of one another. When we
know our core, it's much easier to

Making the Connection

When the Stewarts first blended their
feng shui and NLP skills together in
workshop presentations, they noticed it
was easier for people to clear their
environment when they were connected
to their core.

Everything you
do can be done
better from a
place of
relaxation.
-Stephen C. Paul

Office Hours and Contact

www.MassageTherapyCenterofPlano.com
Liz Brown
214-674-7215
e-mail:liz@MassageTherapyCenterofPlano
Monday-Friday 10am-8pm
Saturday 10am-6pm

Clearing space--inside and out--can help us get in touch with our core selves.
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with Bruce's mastery of neurolinguistic
programming (NLP). While feng shui
has to do with external placement and
structure, NLP is a psychological
approach that addresses our internal
structure of mind, body, emotion, and
spirit. With feng shui, we can free
energy flow by rearranging the room;
with NLP tools, we can do the same
thing with our mind. The goal is to
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understand our environment." But it's a
chicken and egg thing, actually. Either
one can work as a start.
Also a bodyworker, Lou says, "What feng
shui and NLP do for the body's
environment is so similar to what a
massage will do for the body, flushing
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the system of blockages. When I go
through a person's home or office, what
I'm doing is very similar to when I first
put my hands on a client." In the
process of combing through to find
blockages in the environment, she will
ask the client about particular objects.
"Nine out of 10 times it is incongruent
with who they want to be right now.
They've gotten numb to it, and it sticks
out just like a knot in a muscle. The
energy is different."
NLP recognizes that each of us has
developed our own individual style of
communicating
and
processing
information which results in the
patterning in our brain and the ways in
which we express ourselves through
language
and
body
movement.
Sometimes our set patterns do not
support who we are at our essential core,
but we can change that. Through the
core work of NLP exercises, Bruce says,
you can discover what you truly identify
with and have a better understanding of
yourself. At that point, you may find
that your goals for your life have
changed. It's this clarity of sense of self
that is essential to creating an
environment
that
supports
and
nourishes who you are and what you
value in life.

consider how it fits with your core, your
essential self. Does it support who you
are at this moment, or is it a reflection
of something in the past you're ready to
release? Is the item pleasing to your
senses? What fits with your individual
way of experiencing the world?
"If you're particularly visual and like arts
and crafts, you feel more comfortable
with that around," Bruce says.
"Someone who is very kinesthetic may
not care how it looks but will want the
chair to be comfortable."
Once the path is cleared, you can use the
principles of feng shui to further
enhance harmony and positive flow in
your life. But the process involves more
than hanging a mirror or installing a
water fountain. As with NLP, it has to
do with our core self and our intention.
"Where attention goes, the energy flows.
That's what it boils down to," Lou says.

"As we focus our intentions, then our
conscious and subconscious mind can
connect, and when they connect with
our body and our emotions and our
spiritual core, then the intention is
strengthened significantly." Think of it
as a vinyl record with no grooves.
"There's no music," she adds. "What
our intentions do is they create that
pathway on the record. So then we have
the choice: Are we going to make it a
smooth groove or a bumpy groove?
Intention is our tool."
Bodywork is the perfect complement for
this process, helping to center, ground,
and clear the body and mind. Clearing
the clutter helps you excavate your true
self and the person you want to become.
For more information on clearing the
clutter, contact Lou and Bruce Stewart
at info@louandbruce.com or visit their
website at www.louandbruce.com.

You don't have to be trained in feng
shui or have a personal consultant to
implement the concepts of this ancient
art, nor is an NLP practitioner required
to help you find your core. Throughout
their book, the Stewarts offer practical
exercises for applying the principles of
NLP and feng shui to begin the clearing
process. "In feng shui, when the chi of
an environment is balanced, it allows the
movement of the occupant to be well
supported, just like when circulation is
pumping well and is unclogged," Lou
says. "With NLP, it's the same thing -running through patterns in the mind,
flushing out old phobias and patterns
that are either negative or destructive."

Ready to Start?

If you're ready to start clearing out the
clutter, there are some simple ways to
begin. The Stewarts define clutter as
"anything you no longer use, love, or
need." So if you don't use it, but still
love it, keep it. Keep your target areas
small, and limit the time you spend at
the task to avoid feeling overwhelmed.
And as you examine your "stuff,"
Using feng shui in your home can facilitate a tranquil environment and a calm mind.

Why Buy Organic?
Is the Higher Price Worth It?
While shopping in your grocery store's
produce section, you may notice the
organically grown apples are pocked and
not as big and perfectly round as the
conventional produce, but they are
more expensive. What's the difference,
and which do you choose? Your
decision may significantly impact not
only your health but the health of the
planet and the economy.
Defining "Organic"
Organic foods are derived from
sustainable farming practices that
maintain and replenish soil fertility
without the use of toxic pesticides and
fertilizers. These foods are minimally
processed and do not include artificial
ingredients or preservatives. On the
other hand, conventional farms often
rely heavily on pesticides, genetic
modification, synthetic hormones, and
antibiotics.
Does It Really Matter?
To understand the fallout of
conventional farming is to realize the

argument for organics. Bob Scowcroft,
executive director of the Organic
Farming Research Foundation, touches
on the devastating consequences of
pesticides. "DDT nearly eliminated the
American eagle by affecting their ability
to reproduce" he says. "Since World War
II, we've introduced more than 9,000
chemicals into the environment. And we
don't know the full impact on humans
and different sized humans," he adds,
alluding to studies revealing damaging
effects on children.

expensive, but it's an investment in your
health and the future.

When you buy organically certified
foods, you're ensured they are free of
pesticides, hormones, antibiotics, and
genetic DNA modification.
"Organics
are
better
for
the
environment, and it's an investment in
the revitalization of rural America,"
Scowcroft says. Organic farms are
usually smaller, family-owned farms
contributing to the economy of
struggling rural America, he explains.
The organic choice may be a little more

Organic foods are free of pesticide residue.

Navigating Online Health Information
Getting medical information on the
Internet might be easy, but relying on it
can
be
dangerous--rumors,
misunderstandings, biased opinions,
and outright lies await. Here are some
tips for using the Internet effectively as
part of your health care.

Getting Good Information

"Start at Web resources dedicated to
providing only peer-reviewed medical
information," says library science expert
Sean
Eads.
"WebMD.com
and
Healthfinder.gov are two excellent
resources where the articles are
researched
and
written
by
professionals."
Eads
recommends
avoiding websites like Wikipedia or
Yahoo! Answers where anyone can
provide unverified information.
Other options for information include

AskDrWiki.com, where articles can only
be composed and edited by qualified
medical professionals. For a more
academic viewpoint of conditions, Eads
suggests Searchmedica.com, which
compiles medical journal articles,
clinical trials, and other health
magazines into its searchable database.

Trust the Professionals

Internet sources should not be used in
place of health-care professionals,
experts say, but rather as a supplemental
tool to enable you to be a better advocate
for yourself. Gather the knowledge you
need to be informed and ask intelligent
questions,
but
remember
that
consulting a website is not a substitute
for a visit to a health-care professional.
One advantage that the Internet does
have is its ability to foster connections

between people living with similar
conditions. A September 2010 Pew
Internet survey shows that 1 in 5
Internet users have sought out someone
with the same medical condition they
had. Building an online community can
allow people to share experiences, and
provide support across long distances
and in situations where a condition is
less common.

Find a Balance

Recognizing both the benefits and
shortcomings of these websites is
necessary to utilizing them most
effectively. By using the voices of many
to become more informed, you can be
more involved when listening to the
reliable voice of a qualified health
professional.

Those who bring
sunshine into the
lives of others,
cannot keep it
from themselves.
-James M. Barrie

Remain calm, serene, always in command of yourself. You
will then find out how easy it is to get along.
Paramahansa Yogananda
Yogi & guru

Massage can help you manage your stress levels. Massage
is not only effective in decreasing muscle pain but lowers
blood pressure and elevates mood.
Schedule your massage today.
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